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Officer Narrative 

Case Number: 2405EPA0000716 Entered On: 6/6/2024 7:37:00 AM 

Subject: 05WATERWAY: CREEK, 
PONDS, WETLAND, 
RIVERS, ETC. 

Entered By: Wise, Keith 

 

Narrative: 

2405-0716 FR 

 

 

RTF Narrative: 

5/1/2024 (5.5 ST, 1.5 PT) 

0927hr- Ohio EPA Emergency Response On Scene Coordinator (OSC) Keith Wise, was notified by OSC 
Schilt that Indiana Department of Emergency Management (IDEM) had reported a fish kill on Middle 
Fork East Fork Whitewater River that originates from a farm located along Hollansburg-Richmond 
Rd, Hollansburg, Darke County.  

OSC Wise spoke with Brian Smith, IDEM, and was advised IDEM had received a report that manure 
had been applied to fields in Ohio, the area had received a large amount of rain, and Middle Fork East 
Fork Whitewater River feeds into a drinking water reservoir located in Richmond, Indiana.    

OSC Wise received notification from Duty Room that incident 2405EPA0000716 had been received 
through the Ohio EPA Spill Hot Line.  

0950hr-OSC Wise contacted OER Manager Budnik and discussed the incident. It was agreed to 
conduct an immediate response, due to reported conditions.  A Field Response Notification Email 
(Orange Email) was issued and the OSC departed to the site. 

While enroute OSC Wise Notified Ohio DNR and Darke County Soil & Water Conservation District 
(DCSWCD). 

OSC Wise spoke with Matthew Garringer, Indiana Department of Natural Resources (IDNR). 

1110hr- OSC Wise arrived at Hill Rd. bridge and observed an ammonia reading of 4ppm and dead fish 
within Middle Fork East Fork Whitewater River. The OSC met with Jared Coppess and Elizabeth 
Farver, DCSWCD and was informed fields located near 1737 Hollansburg-Richmond Rd. had manure 
runoff impacting culverts. The OSC relocated and observed ammonia reading of 58.2ppm at the 
culvert just south of 1737 Hollansburg-Richmond Rd, manure laden field runoff west side of 
Hollansburg-Richmond Rd, large pooling of manure laden waters on the east side of Hollansburg-
Richmond Rd., and dead fish within Middle Fork East Fork Whitewater River correlating with the 
manure runoff. The OSC determined manure laden waters (pollutant) impacting Middle Fork East 
Fork Whitewater River had originated from Justin Meyers property.    
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OSC Wise met with Justin Meyers. Meyers stated that he had applied cow manure to the fields on 
April 25th, April 26th, and April 30th of 2024.  The OSC discussed mitigation efforts to prevent additional 
impact to Middle Fork East Fork Whitewater River and advised that a Notice of Violation (NOV) would 
be issued due to manure impacting Middle Fork East Fork Whitewater River. 

1403hr- OSC Wise worked the incident in records and issued a Notice of Violation (NOV) to Justin 
Meyers.  

1407hr- OSC Wise met with Brian Smith, IDEM, and discussed the incident. 

1450hr- OSC Wise departed the site. 

1630hr- OSC Wise initial response complete. 

 

5/2/2024  

OSC Wise spoke with DCSWCD and was informed a tile pipe impacted with manure that leads to a 
culvert had been discovered further north on the manure applied fields. SWCD provided 
photographs.  

OSC Wise called Myers and discussed mitigation efforts. Myers advised the area has not received rain 
and mitigation efforts are ongoing.  

 

5/3/2024  

OSC Wise called Myers and discussed mitigation efforts. Myers advised that he has been working on 
drying up the pools of manure laden waters and was aware of DCSWCD additional findings.  

 

5/9/2024 

OSC Wise spoke with Jeff Wenning, ODNR, regarding the incident.  

 

5/24/2024 

OSC Wise received an email from Matthew Garringer, IDNR, advising 6.3 miles of stream had been 
impacted, 11,243 dead fish, and 1,434 dead crayfish. 

 

6/3/2024 (1 ST) 

OSC Wise worked the incident in records and photo log. 

 

6/6/2024 (2 ST) 
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Because a Notice of Violation was issued, Ohio EPA Division of Surface Water will determine the need 
for any further assessment, investigation, monitoring, cleanup, or restoration of the waterway is 
needed or if the violation was resolved based on the completed response actions. 

 

OSC Wise completed the case file, report, photo log and electronic management of the file. Any 
documents received after the closing of this incident will be forwarded to the OEPA’s OER electronic 
records. 

No further action by ER is anticipated. 
 

 

 





Roads. Meyers stated that the manure found a way into a tile and was flowing from a field tile outlet just north of 1898 Hollansburg
Richmond Road. Meyers was unsure of how many gallons of manure were applied during each application.

Supplemental Narrative: Grossnickle, Jasmine M
05/02/2024, 09:15 (EDT)

I, Wildlife Officer Jasmine Grossnickle, was notified of a potential fish kill in Darke County by Wildlife Officer Jeffery Wenning at
0949 Hrs while I was off duty on 5/1/24. I initiated an incident and went enroute to the complaint at 1054Hrs. Starting mileage was
36198. WLO Wenning relayed to me that Keith Wise from Ohio EPA was also enroute and should arrive around 1100 Hrs to the
area of the complaint. I was given the initial location of 2079 Hollansburg-Richmond Rd, Hollansburg, OH. Wise sent me an
updated location of 1737 Hollansburg-Richmond Rd after he had arrived in the area. Wise called a short time later and said that the
affected waterway was Middle Fork East Fork Whitewater River. Wise told me that there was a manure application that had run off
the surface of the field into the river. He said ammonia readings were currently 4ppm at the river and that he noticed several game
fish dead. I briefly stopped and talked to Indiana Conservation Officer Matt Garringer while he was stopped in Middleboro, Indiana.
ICO Garringer confirmed Indiana waters were affected from the pollution event and said they had dead fish at the bridge in
Middleboro near where he was parked. I gave him my business card and told him that I was going to do a fish kill count from the
source in Ohio to the Indiana state line.

I arrived on scene at 1213Hrs and met with members from Ohio EPA and Darke County Soil and Water Conservation District. They
told me that liquid manure was applied to the field on the east side of Hollansburg-Richmond Road on Saturday, April 27, 2024.
After application, the area received approximately one inch of rain, causing surface drainage of manure down through the edge of
the field on the the west side of the Hollansburg-Richmond Rd and entering into Middle Fork East Fork Whitewater River. They
pointed me to the direction of the field that still had standing liquid manure and the general area where the manure entered the
river. I was told that there was approximately 1/4 mile of the river affected by the pollution in Ohio before the river flows into Indiana.
I was told the approximate location of the Indiana/Ohio boundary at the bend in the river.

I started walking into the field on the west side of the road shortly afterwards and took numerous pictures of the liquid manure
pooled in the field. I started my fish kill count survey at 1230 Hrs and took a picture of the river where I started and did not see any
dead fish. I entered the river in the area where I first observed dead fish shortly afterwards. The river had a deep center in several
areas that I was unable to see the bottom in those pools. The bottom of the river was a combination of river rocks and silt. Dead
fish were covered in silt in many of the areas I walked. I noticed some small areas where the water had a reddish-brown
discoloration, but the water was mostly clear and I did not detect a strong smell of manure during my survey. The majority of the
fish I counted were minnows and darters. I also counted dead sunfish, mottled sculpin, smallmouth bass, suckers, and crayfish. I
took several pictures of dead fish during the survey. I did not see any live fish during my survey. I checked my location after
traversing around a downed cottonwood tree and noticed that I had crossed into Indiana. I took pictures of several large suckers in
the area of the tree and forwarded them to ICO Garringer. The Indiana suckers were not included in my count. The Ohio water that
was affected was shorter than initially reported and was around 100 yards in length. I ended my fish kill count survey in Ohio at
1310 Hrs.

During the investigation, Wise forwarded the responsible party's information, Justin Meyers at 1804 Hollansburg-Richmond Rd,
Hollansburg, OH. Wise also forwarded pictures of the culvert running under Hollansburg-Richmond Rd connecting the flow of
manure from the east field to the west field. Wise confirmed that ammonia levels were at 58.2 ppm coming from the field at the
culvert. I briefly spoke to Wise about our observations again before clearing the scene. I cleared at 1408 Hrs and returned to post
at 1514 Hrs with an ending mileage of 36300.

Persons (1)

Offender
Meyers, Justin undefined

Person 1 of 1
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Information
Driver License # SSN Race

White
Sex
Male

Eyes
Green

Hair
Brown

Height
70"

Weight
200lbs

Other Phone

DOB: 12/12/1983 (40)
1804 Hollansburg-richmond Rd. Hollansburg. OH. 45332
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Ohio Environmental Protection Agency   Emergency Response Unit 
District Office Investigation Report - Photograph Log 

Incident Number: 2405EPA0716 
 

Name: 24-0716 (01) Name: 24-0716 (02) 

  Taken By: OSC WISE Taken By: OSC WISE 

Date: 5/1/2024 Date: 5/1/2024 

Description 
Middle Fork East Fork 
Whitewater River at Hill Rd. IN. 

Description Ammonia reading at Hill Rd. 

 

Name: 24-0716 (03) Name: 24-0716 (04) 

Taken by: OSC WISE Taken by: OSC WISE 

Date: 5/1/2024 Date: 5/1/2024 

Description 
Culvert pipe with manure laden 
water. 

Description 
Manure applied field with standing 
pools of manure laden water. 



Ohio Environmental Protection Agency   Emergency Response Unit 
District Office Investigation Report - Photograph Log 

Incident Number: 2405EPA0716 
 

Name: 24-0716 (05) Name: 24-0716 (06) 

Taken By: OSC WISE Taken By: OSC WISE 

Date: 5/1/2024 Date: 5/1/2024 

Description Culvert pipe with manure laden 
water. 

Description 
Ammonia reading of manure 
laden water at culvert pipe. 

 

Name: 24-0716 (07) Name: 24-0716 (08) 

Taken By: OSC WISE Taken By: OSC WISE 

Date: 5/1/2024 Date: 5/1/2024 

Description 
Standing pool of manure laden 
water in field located west of 
Hollansburg-Richmond Rd. 

Description 
Large standing pool of manure 
laden water in field located west 
of Hollansburg-Richmond Rd. 



Ohio Environmental Protection Agency   Emergency Response Unit 
District Office Investigation Report - Photograph Log 

Incident Number: 2405EPA0716 
 

Name: 24-0716 (09) Name: 24-0716 (10) 

  Taken By: OSC WISE Taken By: OSC WISE 

Date: 5/1/2024 Date: 5/1/2024 

Description Dead fish within Middle Fork 
East Fork Whitewater River. 

Description Ammonia reading of Middle Fork 
East Fork Whitewater River. 

 

Name: 24-0716 (11) Name: 24-0716 (12) 

  

Taken By: OSC WISE Taken By: OSC WISE 

Date: 5/2/2024 Date: 5/2/2024 

Description NonEPA Description NonEPA 
 





















B2 Expanded

Species Sculpin Minnow Chub Carp Darter Sunfish/Bluegill Sucker Smallmouth Bass Largemouth Bass Crayfish Rock Bass

Stratum 1

1 inch

2 inch

3 inch

4 inch

5 inch

6 inch

7 inch

8 inch

9 inch

10 inch

11 inch

12 inch

13 + inch

Species Sculpin Minnow Chub Carp Darter Sunfish/Bluegill Sucker Smallmouth Bass Largemouth Bass Crayfish Rock Bass

Stratum 2 318 10.6

1 inch 84.8

2 inch 63.6

3 inch

4 inch 10.6

5 inch

6 inch

7 inch

8 inch

9 inch

10 inch

11 inch

12 inch

13 + inch 95.4

169.6 275.6

10.6

63.6

21.2
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