GRAMS, PAM

To: vie . _ , .
Subject: Decatur WWTIP /-- IDEM Noncompliance Letter /#IN0039314 // Adams Co. --

Attachments: INOD39314_05_2020_SNCletter.pdf

From: Karey Fuelling [mailto:kfuelling@decaturin.org]

Sent: Tuesday, May 19, 2020 1:13 PM

To: GRAMS, PAM <PGRAMS@idem.IN.gov>

Cc: STARKS, GARY <GSTARKS@idem.IN.gov>; COUNTERMAN, REX <RCOUNTER@idem.IN.gov>; Verlin Butcher
<vbhutcher@decaturin.org>; Dan Rickord <drickord@decaturin.org>

Subject: RE: Decatur WWTP -- IDEM Noncompliance Letter // IND039314 // Adams Co.

** This is an EXTERNAL email. Exercise caution. DO NOT open attachments or click links from
unknown senders or unexpected email. **** ‘

Ms. Grams,

You will find the required response letter attached. If you have further questions please don’t hesitate to contact me.
Sincerely,

Karey Fuelling

City of Decatur, IN
Wastewater Superintendent
260-724-4218

———————— Original message ~-------

From: "GRAMS, PAM" <PGRAMS@idem.IN.gov>

Date: 3/26/20 2:03 PM (GMT-05:00)

To: Dan Rickord <drickordi@decaturin.org>

Cc: Verlin Butcher <vbutcher@decaturin.org™>, "COUNTERMAN, REX" <RCOUNTER @idem.IN.gov>,
"Bye, Julie" <JBYE(@idem,IN.gov>, "McNeil, Tammie" <tmceneil@idem.IN.gov>, "STARKS, GARY"
<GSTARKS@idem, IN. gov>

Subject: Decatur WWTP -- IDEM Noncompliance Letter // IN0039314 // Adams Co.

CAUTION: This emall originated from outside the organization. Do not click links, open attachments, or reply unless you recognize
the sender and know the content is safe, '

The attached document includes the findings of a compliance review recently conducted by IDEM
staff. Please be sure these documents are reviewed by the appropriate individuals. If the letter






City of Decatur

172 North Second Street
Decatur, IN 46733

Tel (260) 724-7171
drickord@decaturin.org

= Artistically inspired Inpovation

Daniel Rickord, Mayor

May 18, 2020

Compliance Data Section, Office of Water Quality
Indiana Department of Environmental Management
Gary Starks, Chief

100 North Senate Ave

Indianapolis, IN 46204

City of Decatur WWTP
NPDES Permit No. INDD39314
Adams County

Dear Mr. Starks,

In response to the letter stating the City of Decatur is in Significant Noncompliance (SNC), the following
information is presented to explain the violations and the responses from Decatur to remedy the issues.

During May of 2019 there was a Total Suspended Solids (TSS) weekly violation, a TSS weekly loading
violation and E. coli violation. During this month, the river was above flood stage 10 days of the month due
to a total of 8.48” of rain for the month from the Decatur weather station. The violations were a result of
river water intrusion, There was a coordinated effort with the Adams County IT Department and the
Decatur Wastewater Department to record manhole elevations along the river: These elevations give the
Wastewater Department valuable information to help determine locations for inspection should this issue
arise again. The City Infrastructure Manager was also consuited repairing 5 manhole structures in june
2019 along the interceptor. The wet weather pattern experienced during the Spring of 2019 was
unprecedented, a total of 23.9” of rain was reported from January 2019 thru May 2019,

October of 2019 had two daily max exceedances for Ammonia, this was a result of a mechanical failure. The
coupling on the aeration motor sheered over a weekend. The sheered coupling was repaired as soon as it
was found. The Dissolved Oxygen (DO} level dropped low enough over the course of the mechanical failure
that it took two days for the mixed liquor DO to recover and reduce the ammonia levels to within limits.
While there is an aeration alarm system, it is designed to send notification in the event of a power failure.
The coupling sheer did not trigger the alarm because there was no power failure. Decatur now runs all
blower motors in sequence daily. The motor sequencing should prevent the complete loss of DO in the
mixed liquor in the event of a future coupling sheer.

Violations for effluent mercury were noted for October and December of 2019 in the NetDMR. Decatur had
been reporting the effluent mercury monthly average as stated on the heading in NetDMR. After close



review of the 2015 issued NPDES permit and confirmation from IDEM personal, it was determined that
Decatur should have been reporting a 12 month rolling average for effluent mercury levels. The 12 month
effluent mercury rolling averages were calculated for April 2017 through February 2020 and corrections
made to the NetDMR submissions. With these corrections to the NetDMR, there were no effluent mercury
violations for October or December of 2019. Decatur’s March 2020 issued NPDES permit also requires the
same 12 month rolling average for mercury. The Wastewater Superintendent has formulated an Excel -
spreadsheet that will be used for calculating the rolling average. The Excel sheet can be included on the
attachments of the NetDMR. Contact her for how the mercury PDF should be named for submission on the
NetDMR.

Decatur is committed to Wastewater plant improvements and infrastructure. This commitment is evident
in the completion of a 75-foot secondary clarifier rehabilitation that included new walls, trough and
stainless steel equipment in January 2019. The city purchased a camera truck in March 2019 that inspected
a total of 11,500 feet of sanitary sewer in 2019. A Vactor truck was rented in the Spring of 2019 cleaning
10,000 feet of sewer. Decatur purchased a similar truck in September of 2019 cleaning an additional 1,500
feet last fall. Over BOO feet of sanitary sewer lines were repaired or replaced in 2015. In 2020 a new
drainage pump and raw sludge pump were installed at the plant. All valves were replaced at a lift station; a
new pump was installed at a second lift station. '

Looking forward, the sanitary sewer lines will continue to be cleaned and videoed with repairs being made
as needed. Equipment s being purchased for the rehabilitation of a third lift station. The purchase of
maintenance tracking software in 2019 is allowing Decatur to record maintenance and repairs on
equipment to determine where the City needs to focus taxpayers’ dollars for the benefit of both the city and
environment.

Sincerely,

Daniel Rickord, Mayor

Cc: Rex Counterman, Inspector
Verlin Butcher, Certified Operator/Signatory
Karey Fuelling, Wastewater Superintendent



